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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ADJUTANT  GENERAL 
WASHINGTON.  O.C.  20310 


AGDA  (M)  (10  Mar  70)  FOR  OT  UT  694032  17  Match  1970 

SUBJECT.  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headqua'-ters ,  2d  Battalion, 
32d  Artillery,  Period  Ending  31  October  1969  (U) 
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U  Subject  ►■eport  is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  4b,  AR  525- 15o  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  UT,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2..  Information  contained  in  this  re.po't  is  p'-ovided  ti  insure  appropriate 
benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  and 
may  be  adapted  fo-  use  in  developing  training  materlaU 
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IVGE-ZC  31  October  I969 

SUBJUCTi  Opca:r.tionjal  Report  of  Ilcr-dquertorsf  2d  Bo-ttcvlion.  325.  iertillory  for 
Period  Undiiig  31  October  I969.  RCS  CSFORr.65  (HI)  (u) 


TETIT 

MISSIOTS  FIRED 

811 

175mm 

A/2/32. 

4238 

6251 

4743 

B/2/32 

2263 

4489 

357: 

C/2/32 

4399 

MQ 

TOT/iL 

10,900 

18,408 

11,906 

(23)  She  battel  ion  has  fired  a  toLtil  of  367?  758  rounds  in  support  of 
ground  operations  in  RVK, 

(24)  At  tlie  close  of  the  reporting  period,  the  battelion  was  deployed 
with  Battelion  Headquarters  and  Hoadquextors  Service  Batteries  at  I’ey 
Kinh  Base  Conip  (X5  145  522),  A  Be.ttery  at  PSB  Saint  Barbara  (XT  276  679) »  B 
Battery  at  Tey  Ninh  Base  Canp  (XP  I59  524)  and  C  Battery  (-)  at  PSB  Blaine 
(XT  580  058) »  Tv;o  8”  ho\ri.t2or  sections  ftoni  C  Battery  ronainod  at  Dau  Tieng 
:^.so  Cej.ip  (JBJ  498  485)*  All  firing  be.ttorios  retained  t!io  mission  of  General 
Support  II  PP0RCI?/'4 

c«  Trainirijg^ 

(1)  Troop  novomonts  occurred  on  16  doys  during  the  reporting  period, 

Piro  support  occurred  on  92  days.  Individual  and  unit  training  occurred  on 
79  days., 

(2)  On-the-job  training  and  cross  training  continue  in  all  batteries. 
Areas  of  particular  enpJiasis  are  gunnery  and  nrlntciianoe  training.  To  iia- 
plcnent  those  programs,  qualified  instructor  porsoimel  within  tlie  headquarters 
have  boon  temporarily  attached  to  all  batteries  for  sovoreil.  days  in  order  to 
conduct  classes  in  various  opera^tion  ond  naintonancc-rolatod  subjects, 

(5)  Newli'  ussignod  company  grade  officers  do  not  assume  positions  of 
rosponsibilily  witliin  a  firing  battery  until  they  hr-ve  attended  the  Piro  Dir¬ 
ection  Officers  refresher  course  conducted  by  II  PPORCBV  /artillery  and  suc¬ 
cessfully  completed  the  ond-of-coiucso  oxanination,  Rofreshor  training  of 
those  officers  is  also  accoEq>li3hcd  informally  by  ba.ttory  coininandors  and  by 
the  battalion  operations  soctloii  prior  to  attondanco  at  tho  school, 

(4)  Dirliog  the  quarter,  11  EM  attended  an  air  mobiliiy  class  conducted 
by  tho  1st  Aviation  Brigado,  10  Eli  attended  a  gonorator  opora.tor*s  class  con¬ 
ducted  by  a  roprosoiitativo  of  Mobility  Equipment  Command,  5  2^1  a-ttondod  a  pro¬ 
jectionist’s  school  conducted  by  tho  1st  Signal  Briga,dG,  and  2  EM  attended  a 
school  for  Prescribed  Load  List  clorlos  conducted  by  tho  1st  Logistical  Cen- 
naiid. 
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iJGE-ZO  31  October  ISSJ 

SUBJBCSi  CToorr>.oiorirJ.  Eoport  of  Koadoura'tors,  2d  Bc.t'br'.lion.  32d  irtillor;:  for 
Period  Endiiig  31  October  I969.  RCS  CSFOE-Oj  (HI)  (U) 

of  Dcu  iionE  3''.se  Gmp,  cr.d  a  Viotnnmooo  Galloi^try  Grosa  proaentdd  to  the 
Battery  CoKriondor,  Battery  B,  for  fires  by  bis  unit  ii\  support  of  the  ARVII 
iijrborno.  The  battalion  has  also  received  ,rbai  co!ii;.!ondationft  I'ros!  the 
Connmdinfi-  Officer,  25+.h  Infrntry  Bivision  Irtillory,  tlio  f.th  Special  For¬ 
ces  Group,  and  iiio  Coi.v.iaudi25iV  Officer  of  US  llavy  forces  oporating  on  the  7rjn 
Co  Dons  Hiver, 

(5)  One  hundred  si::tj'-onc  (I61)  SI  received  uroi.iotiono  d''r:in3  the  quar¬ 
ter.  Promotion  allocc'.ticnr  \rcro  received  cn  a  ro,'^\lnr  basis  throughout  the 
period,  .ill  ollocr.tions  received  voro  filled. 

(6)  ScvQn'ti''-fivc  (75)  iiidividuals  ortonded  their  foroiGTi  service  tours 
during  the  reporting  period,  Bight  enlisted  porsojuiel  roonlistod, 

b .  Ouorations. 

(1)  At  tlio  boginniivi  of  ti\o  reporting  period,  tlio  battalion  v?as  deployed 
with  Battalion  Boadquartei's  and  Hcadqtiarters  and  Service  Batteries  at  Pay 
Uinh  Base  Coiap  (XP  I.I.3  522),  A  Battery  at  FSB  Saint  Barb  ra  (XP  276  679)  > 

3  Battery  (-)  (2  -  175iAU  gun  sections)  at  PS3  Blaine  (XP  560  050),  2  «.  8“ 
hovritaor  sections  fron  3  Battery  at  Pay  ilinh  Base  Cwnp  (XP  159  524) »  en'i  0 
Battery  at  Dau  Piong  (OT  49Q  495  )• 

(2)  Daring  the  period  covered,  tho  battalion  providt-d  artillorj’  support 
for  the  25tiv  infaoitr;'  Division,  ist  Ca’/a.lry  Division  (.lir’.iobiio) ,  and  the  let 
Difantrj'  Division,  -dditicnallj-,  fire  support  '.rc.s  provided  f-jr  Special  For- 
cos  canips  at  Pliion  ilgon,  IGatuin,  Due  Hue,  and  Bon  Soi,  soverrl  ilcgicnal  aiad 
Popal-''r  Force  operations,  .'iH'/lT  .'.irborno  operations,  a-nd  for  US  ITaay  opcr.ations 
on  tho  Vain  Go  Donp  River. 

(3)  tiio  month  of  August,  inon^'  activiiy  uas  moderate,  but  vrith  a 
morkod  increase  ever  the  activitj'-  lovol  of  t.ho  previous  month,  Enory  atfeclcs 
on  Py/  Ifinii,  Dau  Piomp,  rnd  FSB  Saint  Barbara  totaled  213  oiortar/rocicot 
rounds  and  2A  RPG  rounds,  Ii'.  addition,  FSB  Saint  Barbara  rcceivod  fr./o  gro\md 
a,ttack3.  Pho  continuing'  tiiroa.t  of  further  gjround  atta.c’os  on  FSB  Sa.isit  Bar¬ 
bara,  and  Dm  Piong  Bare  Camp  brought  a.bout  an  incrcaae  iio  tho  use  of  tho 
"Killer  Jr."  tocimiquo  as  a  close- in  uufonsive  i.ua.sui'C  by  A  ,a.ad  C  D,attorios, 

(4)  On  6  August,  one  3"  hoi/itscr  from  3  Ba.ttory  rr'wd  to  FSB  i'iitciioll  in 
support  of  3  Co2iip'’nt',  4th  Ba/ctalion,  25d  Infantry*  and  returned  to  Pay  ilinh 
the  same  day,  iio  suxToillmco  i/as  obtannod  on  tlic  raission.s  fired. 

(5)  Da  the  oarly  morning  hovirs  of  11  August,  FSB  Saint  Barbara  received 
from  00  to  100  roirvls  of  RPG  ard  OOre-i  mortar  fii'O,  A  sa.ppor  attack  followed. 
Casualties  a,nd  daniag'o  incurred  bfi'  A  Barter;^'  vore  ono  US  KLi,  five  US  V.'IA,  one 
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SUBJECT!  Oporr.tionnl  Ro-nort  of  IIoadq.ucrtcr3,  2d  3c-tt.'',li'>iit  32d  Artillery  fer 
Period  Jndiiig  31  October  I969,  RCS  C31^R-65  (RI)  (u) 

socrcl’ilight  jeep  destroyed,  tiro  bunkers  destroyed  juid  tIu:oe  bunkers  lightly 
deiaegod.  Sight  of  the  attackers  wore  ld.llcd» 

(6)  At  0430  hours  on  12  August,  PS3  Saint  Barbara  rocoivod  seven  60m 
nortar  rounds  folloi«d  at  0605  hours  by  nine  82r.5n  mortar  rounds,  ’This  attack 
resulted  in  ndnor  irounds  to  several  A  Battery  personnel;  one  ansnunition  bmik- 
er  containing  100  rounds  of  ll^iam  aainunition  destroyed;  one  175ram  gun  pad, 
one  v;atcr  trailer,  aiid  one  M548  cargo  carrier  heavily  dpziagod;  tlireo  person¬ 
nel  buiikors,  one  H54Q  cargo  carrier,  and  a  water  tanlc  nodoratoly  damaged;  and 
one  175nm  gun,  one  8”  hoidtaer,  oiid  the  moss  hall  slightly  daEogod.  in  "A" 
fr;u«e,  a  generator,  and  xmorous  power  and  eoainunication  linos  also  sustained 
conoider.ablo  dazicge, 

(7)  On  tlio  norniiig  of  17  August,  PSB  Saint  Barbara  again  received  mortar 
and  3PG  firo  followed  \iy  a  ground  attack.  In  tiiis  action,  one  nenbor  of  A 
Battery  was  Idllod  in  action  end  one  was  vrounded.  Bner;y  lossos  iresrc  31  ICCA. 

(q)  During  August,  the  battalion  i/as  credited  vrith  12  KBA  and  tiio  de¬ 
struction  of  37  bunlaers,  10  caves,  7  buildings  and  1  AA  position.  Addition- 
aHj:,  4  scconfJary  explosions  wore  initiated, 

(9)  Ill  September,  onoi'y  activi-tj’*  vfas  moderate  to  light.  DuriiTg  the 
month,  ouor.y  r'ickot  and  mortm  attae’es  upon  Soy  Ninli,  Dau  Tiong,  and  PSB 
Saint  Barbara  totaled  47  rockets  and  162  mortars, 

(10)  On  9  Soptombor,  3  Battery  (-)  whieix  Ixad  been  located  at  PSB  Elaino 
moved  in  convoy  from  PSB  SQ-oixic  to  lay  Ninh  Base  Cazxp,  Tlxo  move  \fas  coiv 
plctod  without  dixeident  and  the  battoiy  continued  its  mission  of  General  Sup¬ 
port  II  PPORGBV, 

(11)  On  10  Soptombor,  C  Battery,  2d  Battalion,  32d  Artillor;.''  received 
2  -  120mr.  mortar  rovuxds.  One  of  those  rounds  imparted  in  the  aminunition 
storage  area  cLuxsing  the  dostructioix  of  100  -  175-xm  pox/dor  canisters  and  da.- 
ma,gc  t:  42  -  175‘~-  prooectilos, 

(12)  Oix  11  Soptembor,  PSB  Saint  Barbara,  received  boteoon  four  a.nd  sir 
82min  mortar  roxuido,  xroundlixg  two  US  infantry  personnel  and  causing  clanago  to 
one  sorrclxliglxt.  In  all,  PSB  Sa.int  Bor-bera  caxxo  luxdcr  rocket  or  mortar  at¬ 
tack  six  ti!.xos  during  tlio  month  of  Soptombor,  There  were,  however,  no  cas- 
ua.ltios  or  oquipi.ient  danogo  suffered  by  Battery  A, 

(13)  On  14  Soptembor,  tixo  ba.ttalion  fired  its  350,000th  round  in  Vietnam, 
Thr-'ughout  the  reporting  period  the  ba-ttr.lion  oxpcixdod  approxima.toly  10,000 
r^xxnds  per  montix.  Most  fixes  vraro  directed  tovrord  a.cq\xirod  intolligonco  tar¬ 
gets. 
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iVGD-aC  Oc^  ■  1 

SUBJijCTt  Opar.'',tioM:.l  l;.;  -r  '’s,'"  >  ^.i  IL.  r..  -JL'tilivi”' 

Period  2ri-:.L:  '.l  aj-^ouv-r  1^6 V.  SCi'  CSrC'.i->jL>  (i-l5  (u) 

(14)  For  tile  noiit!:,  the  bfl.ttpj.ion  vr.'3  erdited  i.'itii  n  total  of  54  onor-y 
is;.  CAid  29  biailiors,  1  .1,.  i,--  , ■ '.ci-icii,  1  .j.  'u:.  .i  d.  t  ■  ,'w'r  ■  r'.  x.ij 

initiation  of  5  aecoa'lai';'  o::'iloc:ions. 


(15)  Bia’in^  tlio  vf  Oo'c->Dei-,  oAoii:.  accivii;  r.;  croa  ri „  ' 

its  lo'.rost  p.'int  in  .  Hie.  ■.•.■'c..c>t  i  :x 

Ninh,  Dau  Tiony,  rivl  Saint  3arbai‘%  v'talod  onl;''  31  i’*el:ct  '■r.d  7?  "'.'.  tai.' 
rovinds. 


(16)  Fr-'ni  3  Octo  IC*  Oorcbjrj 


,  battalion  ■.bei.i- 


istration  and  oaorati  1  .'...a-  juoj,o:ed  to  ovaia;.ti  -a  b,'  ’'b:  USiUlV  AGI  i’ean, 

’7ith  only  ro-tiiijos  of  tv.-:  ■.‘■at x  lui latiafactory  o.-' inil^r-d,  t!ie  bat¬ 
talion  achieved  aei  ..vc.-  !.*  1  .tlr-  of  oati jf  c  a  r. a, 

(17)  On  17  October,  tautaiio.i  was  rv...i. , .  .  _r  :  ?._wi_iaii.nv  1. 

23cl  ietillory  Grcivo  arid  .oolyae  '.  iiroebly  to  II  Pield.  Force  Viotnar.  .^'tillcry. 
•The  nission  of  tie  bati  '1  rc  r.i..o  '  «.;ch;i:i;el. 

(is)  On  27  Octeb..?.  3  (-)  censisti..  1  bat"or;  hoaiqua-.-.e-i-.'  -v. d 

tifO  175.'^'.’.  fU:!  oocri''  •  ■  .  f  Laii  livn;-  breo  ro  -■'31  Dlai  r-i>.  ;ti£> 

sirn  of  ■bho  battory  r;  .  •.  doner. -.1  Support  II  IITORCij’.’'. 

(19)  On  29  Oc'c  •  S"  1  .n'i'ti  -;-  secti''..  . ;  lu'iter,.  1’  .ii^lace  '.  t< 

Pa4f'.'ol  Sase  Hull  (XI  1  ,  .j)  In  t.*.,  ;  lay  -n  ‘  ji  a;.’iiil.ry  i-.f- 

on  a,  suspected  oniiV  b  ’  •  i'  b:  en;j)  i.i  tn:  •. ■^.caniy'  Ill' 

ziny  an  air  observe'  :t  .  -tc.-,',  b'  n-  tt  .•  e,  .  -  -  1  .'-’-y. 

tion  succoodod  in  t.i.  .  ..  c  n.  '>1  ei:-.  3ivr  u  .1.  '.'i  '...ej  ..e.  t 

p.oj.13,  Idiilc  in  poci'c-j.'  El  h  i',  the  eocli  ..  ced  iii  'b.-  fi_-- 

inc  'f  a  propar .-.ti ■> :  i  .  . t  .  :  .-ifa  f-  ttali  '..y  yt  1  L  I  '..nv  -oy  -r?  ii  .  ■  i- 

■biio  Straic>vb  Utye  |>)»  Li^  -'.'i  •  . i.;.  ■■  - 

turn  of  the  section  b.-  1  y  i.inJi  L  .so  G:e.‘.p  at  i7.»0  ‘lou-"-;. 

(20)  Durinf;  tlie  ncnb’i  of  October,  the  br/ttr,li>->v.  received  credit  f-'r  20 

KS.'*,  150  br.mkors,  lo  :■  v’.L  ye,  ..i.  1  ,_i  peni-ti  .1  -  Vi-v  -  Seven 

vxy  o>:}.>l''sion3  vero  Lr'r.  *  . 


.y  -a  '  -r?  11 


(21)  D-iUriny  t—  •  ,  ""  '/il  .  .  d.  ,  .  firtUn. 

•tota,l  of  12  -  on--  >  ....  ‘.-a-.  i  ;  ■  .e..  ill  "i-  -d  “ 

por-f.  ini’; ■,.•>. ti-y  iv^or-v-  .•  .  :  ’  ,  h^i.  .-itii  -i.  ..  v.„>vvill  .c-  eli- 

tained  on  those  ''•jCi.  e.-  0  .  v.  .  coven  iRb".  ej'd  ee'—'.'.eti '.i  'r  .L.  b'.-f;- 
ers,  ton  Cvaves,  fiv  11  ica;  -  ;  .  ;  .,-a  ".  ,  re-vi  ..o  t'.i,' 

onployin;!'  lierAy  .ai-t-Li.  i.  .1-  •i’.-.et  -iXCo  n- i-  e-..  i-.-:*.-  v-  -u-peet:  ;  hai-  . 
targetr,  has,  in  yonir  nit.  saccoee  Xu, 


(22)  The  nur.’.b., 
axiounts  of  aj.nunitl 


X  ii.  -a.'.'.-  ' 

-1,0  P.S  I  'a-lov/el 


"iei  per.’ 
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SUBJECTi  Opcjrr.tioiial  Report  of  Ilcodquc'Jrtors,  2d  Battcvlion.  32d  irtillory  for 
Period  Ending  31  October  I969.  RCS  CS?OI^.65  (HI)  (u) 


UITIT 

MlSSimS  FIRED 

8J1 

175nm 

A/2/32. 

4238 

6251 

4743 

B/2/32 

2263 

4489 

3571 

C/2/32 

4399 

me 

2522 

TOTIiL 

10,900 

18,408 

11,906 

(23)  2ho  battel  ion  has  fired  a  to-al  of  5S7»736  rounds  in  support  of 
ground  operations  in  RVd. 

(24)  At  tlio  close  of  the  reporting  period,  the  battalion  was  deployed 
vith  Battalion  Hbr.d(iuartors  and  Headquarters  end  Service  Batteries  at  2ey 
Hinh  Base  Conp  (XI  145  522),  A  Battery  at  FSB  Saint  Barbara  (XI  2^G  6j9)t  ® 
Battery  at  Say  Ninh  Base  Canp  (XT  159  524)  f-nd  C  Battery  (-)  at  PSB  Elaine 
(XT  5^0  059)  •  Sv;o  8"  ho\ri.t2or  sections  from  C  Battery  ronainod  at  Bau  Ticng 
^.so  Canp  (>!H!  493  495)*  All  firing  battorios  retained  tlio  mission  of  Gonoral 
Support  II  FPORCIT/. 

c«  T^ainjn/^. 

(1)  Troop  novononts  occurred  on  I6  days  during  the  reporting  period. 

Fire  support  occurred  on  92  days.  Individual  and  unit  training  occurred  on 
79  days. 

(2)  On-tho-job  training  and  cross  training  continue  in  all  batteries. 
Areas  of  particular  ompliasis  are  gunnery  and  naintenanoe  training.  To  ira- 
plcnont  those  programs,  qualified  instructor  personnel  within  tlie  hoadquai'tors 
have  boon  temporarily  attached  to  all  batteries  for  several.  dfij''B  in  order  to 
conduct  classes  in  varicus  opera-tion  and  maintonancc-rolatod  subjects, 

(3)  Newli'  assigned  company  grade  officers  do  not  assume  positions  of 
rosponsibilily  witliin  a  firing  battery  \uitil  they  have  attended  the  Fire  Dir¬ 
ection  Officers  refresher  covurso  conducted  by  II  FFORCE?  /irtillery  and  suc¬ 
cessfully  completed  the  ond-of-course  examination.  Rofroshor  training  of 
those  officers  is  also  accoi-qilishod  infornnlly  ly  battery  conmandors  and  by 
the  battalion  operations  soctioii  prior  to  attondanco  at  tho  school. 

(4)  Diuaing  tho  quoxter,  11  DM  attended  an  air  mobility  cla.ss  conducted 
by  tho  1st  Aviation  Brigade,  10  EM  attended  a  generator  operator's  class  con¬ 
ducted  by  a  ropresojitative  of  Mobility  Equipment  Command,  5  3LI  a-ttonded  a  pro- 
joctionist's  school  conducted  by  the  1st  Signal  Brigade,  and  2  EM  attended  a 
school  for  Proscribed  Load  List  ciorloj  conducted  by  tho  1st  Logistical  Cc.m- 
r.md. 
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alVGIJ-ZO  51  OctoDor  1959 

SUBJilCJ*  Oyoraoi'^jial  ?.<  •  '£  I.v  3?u  £‘>X' 

Period  Ui/i:.  m  o  ■ ,  >1  KC3  0;.  A*  ^r*'.  (,a)  (u) 

d,  Intolli/ToncQ. 

(1)  Porsoiiiiol  coc":*  .  .cfci  i.s  comlotcl  ’.a'lv.  t;c  luj^rt-r  ^.'cro  o,s  fol¬ 
lows  t 

(a)  4  20P  sscaz  .i  ,  -  ..i.- 

(b)  21  32CICS  cl.  _  ;.c-. 

(c)  3S  oUCPIffi  ci-_-  vrli-iLtv 

(2)  During  thj  _v  j.  r.c  uudouc.iico  pr->gri'n  con- 

sistod  q"  112  niosi,....  I  ..  ..  . . .  ,  j.  '.;  I  ..L-ic.r.;;  dithtings  which  re¬ 

sulted  in  the  genoratiru  ■<£  <.<■  fore  niscione,  .1.  s>t«>l  oi'  $0  rcgioti’a,tions 
wore  conducted. 

e,  logistics. 

(1)  .’ill  classo.'  ;  'ij'  'VO  '.V  dla'olc  co  .-ll  cloncnto  of  t!io  battalion 
tlirough  iaor!.ial  suppl;.  it.do. 

(2)  Ihjo  175rrri  -:,\e  been  procoosod  tlir  -u  oi  the  Rojirdr  raid  Rotva’U  Pro- 


grr-ii  conducted  bj'  tin.  ' 
indicate  t!io  progrcix  ■  1 

pon, 

i'Up  a.'.l  Jsx'viiij  V  ttclio.:.  Preliuinnry  results 

.'lvio.l  i..  '  j;  .  till)  jjr’/ice  life  of  ■y^o  woa- 

f .  ^aati  •  u . 

(1)  ’Tho  battali- , 
of  the  25d  .’u.-tiller.,'  :  ■ 
16  October  1S)59.  On  17u, 
Force  Vic-tnc-u  .b.’tilloi-;'-. 

. :o:  Y“’.tic  1  ..nd  al..iida-;a.'ative  co.itrol 

y  f  MO  -voo  -ciiij  period  tliroudi 

.'Ji  Ovto’i-yi-  i9e9»  thi;-  c.'uti-oi  u:  0  assuraecl  ’ey  II  Field 

(2)  Present  fd  i  '  •  ' 

. '  '  ly  C'  '  d ’?.ti  ,  J  f! 

Battorj'  - 

-■  '  rtOi  . 

'  - 

.  .'i'.  -re 

Battery  B  -  „  - 

■  . 

Battery  C  -  - 

I'tyvr^  ty-- 

' '  * 

> 

CCtiriDII.’Ti'lL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

iVQ3-ZC  31  Oototo  I9S9 

SUBJ.ICS;  O'ooi’r/fciciinl  Ropa-b  of  IIor,0.quErto3:s,  2cl  ^2C.  .jctillory  for 

Period  31  October  1959.  ilCJ  CSPOR-55  (-1)  (U) 

(3)  -*ttc,cluio:vbs  ejxC.  dotaclinontc  diirin^-  -blio  quri’tor  iiicluclodt 

(a)  Pour  I'55  rir-clrliio  fo'uns  fror.i  5>^’»  Buttolion,  2d  .Irtilloiy  ro- 

ur.iiiod  o.ttechod  for  o-porationol  control  ojul  coixion  lof;isticci  support  e-t  P33 
Sr-iiit  3rj:borr., 

(b)  *]hjo  acorcJ.ilifjhto  from  5tli  Battalion,  2d  .■j.’tilloiv  ronodnod  atto.ciiod 
for  operntionoJ.  control  and  comon  logistical  support  at  PdB  Llaint  Barbara. 

(c)  Ones  sorrc-'ilight  firovj  5th  Battalion,  2d  .'rtillory  \fao  attached  for 
oporcdionrl  control  and  coionon,  logistical  support  o.t  PliB  Blaine,  ...ttacluiont 
becai'io  effective  iritii  reoccupation  of  PfJB  Blaine  on  27  October. 

(d)  One  %  radar  (260th  P.‘.  DotacIrAont)  rorAodnod  attached  for  operational 
control  and  comon  logistical  support  at  PoB  Sa.nit  Barbara, 

(0)  One  .^1-  i'Gdar  dotacIr-Acnt  rorAedned  atta.clied  for  rations  (Buc  Hoa,  597 
9o6).  -.ttacliTAont  of  -blio  tuo  ratrrs  was  torainated  at  I6OOOI  October  when  opor- 
ationrl  control  and  coi-cion  logistical  support  ■>.fao  traAAsforrod  to  the  7th  Bat¬ 
talion,  9th  irtillory,  a  23d  frtillory  Group  unit, 

g,  .Ottier, 

(1)  Bhoro  AToro  no  vehicle  or  aircraft  accidents  affecting  conbat  oper- 
a/biono, 

(2)  I’ho  battalion  Civic  -ction  prograxi  vc.a  contiiAUod  timugh  drdly  iLjB0.B? 
visits  to  the  clinic  in  Gao  Sa  village,  periodic  I'nDC.‘j?  visits  to  the  Gao  Bai 
Orpha-uago  and  tiio  Province  Hospital  in  Tay  IlinlA  City,  raid  the  holdiiig  of  Eng¬ 
lish  IrAiguago  classes  at  Cao  Xa,  BuriiAg  tlio  reportinc;  period  7I  IIHDC.’PS  \70ro 
hold  A7ith  a  total  of  3725  indigenous  personnel  being  soon.  The  00  clAildren 
hovisod  in  tlio  Cao  Bai  Orplianago  received  nurierouo  donations  of  oio’biiiiig,  food, 
toiletries  and  noddeal  supplies  aiod  movo  troc,ted  to  severed  parties  hold  at 
the  orphcAiago  and  at  Tay  ITinli  Base  Canp,  Average  attendance  at  tlio  35  Jnglish 
clarsos  lield  A/as  22  poroons, 

(3)  Tlio  heal  til  of  the  coirmnd  continues  to  bo  orcollont,  Buring  tho 
nontli  of  -ugust,  thoro  i/as  one  case  of  VB,  one  iiA  Goptenbor,  and  none  in  Oct¬ 
ober,  The  ncleria  control  prografA  has  also  produced  significant  results, 

Thoro  Afore  no  casos  of  HPderia  A/itlilii  -clao  battalion  during  tlio  reporting  per¬ 
iod, 

(4)  Buring  the  reporting  period  the  battalion  provided  four  Porv/ard  Ob¬ 
server  parties  to  AHAits  of  the  .’.RTiT  Airborne  and  one  liedson  part;'' to  tlio 
11th  -rnorod  davalry  Roginent,  Buty  Afi-bli  those  units  has  avcragxid  30  days. 
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AVGE-ZG  31  October  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  t'.  ?!  '*.>ta!ioi,  32d  Artillery  for 

Period  Endiu,^  '■  iwLai  J969.  RC‘J  ’:GrOK-65  (ii?)  (U) 

(5)  Operation  of  i  fa>  'Mah  ’.i-Li  llery  V.'-iiaiut'  Control  Center  (AWCC) , 
a  function  of  the  battalion  Tactical  Operations  Centerj  was  improved  in  Sep¬ 
tember  with  the  complefio'i  of  inst-sllation  of  a  sole  user  circuit  between 
the  AWCC  and  the  US  Air  Force  Control  Center  at  Tan  Son  Nhut  Air  Base.  The 
system  was  further  iiipro''.  d  on  15  October  with  the  installation  of  single 
sideband  voice  backup 

2.  (C)  Section  2,  Lebaon..  1  carnea:  Cortimander '  s  Observations,  Evaluations, 

and  Recommendations. 


a.  Personnel .  None. 

b.  Operations. 

(1)  Use  of  the  Standard  nagle  Method  ot  Bore^ightiog  as  a  Safety  Check. 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  Unlike  the  rotating  head  on  the  M12  series  sights, 

the  head  of  the  M115  paiu"- ;"ii ■■  teK-'cope  i?  not  normally  touched  when  setting 
deflection.  The  possjl  i!:ty  of  iidi,align.iient  of  the  MllS  panoramic  telescope 
through  mechanical  faituie  necessitates  that  boresight  be  verified  during  each 
lull  in  firing. 

(b)  EVALUATION,  ii.vastigat  ion  into  an  artillery  firing  accident  re¬ 

vealed  the  probable  Cviuso  lo  bo  an  .inaotcctcd  .lii.)age  ot  the  rotating  head 
of  the  panoramic  tele-  •>  ll  ithougti  reijoirvd  boresighetng  using  the 
test  target  method  luiU  u.;.  .  , -cou;  I  j  s!...d  at  tl.c  b  (,l!uiing  of  the  day's  firing, 

required  periodic  ''est..  i-.i  ■  .  j,.  <,u  c!;o  .  and  the  instruiout 

had  undergone  an  ordn..'  .  n.  .  1  i...)  ct...,.  .  iii,  h  clu-  K.si  seven  da>.-, 

the  rotating  head  loost.'ii..d  aariiij.  fi'-ing  and,  under  the  force  of  recoil, 
slipped  approximate!”  ob  i  ■  i  ii>  f 'ection.  Had  boresight  been  checked  by 
the  standard  angle  meche.i  L  •i.’.ecr  iii  -lens,  flute  is  .  possibility  that  this 
slippage  would  have  been  detected. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION.  It  is  recommended  that  whenever  the  tactical  situa¬ 
tion  permits,  boresight  be  turifieJ  by  the  standard  angle  method  between  mis¬ 
sions. 

(2)  Identifying  t  ”'ei'  •  ,  ■•on'  t  .>»  ''ij,  Ing  S..i>t)er  Artuck-. 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  i  .e't  ■  >  a  sapper  attack,  and  the  ten¬ 

sion  which  such  an  attv.ei-  c<  cUc  na'ac  ol  suen  an  attack  can  generate  among 
defenders  of  an  instal ! -■_  .oi, ,  me  -Le^  the  in ;  1 1 -t  ion  of  specific  mea¬ 
sures  designed  to  mini!..iai-  cbe  p'o  j tilicy  <jf  tiieudly  personnel  being  shot 
because  of  mistaken  i.'.aut  . 

(b)  EVALUATION.  Sappe.  attc-t.  i(c>iiu..Ily  occur  during  hours  of  darkness. 


CG(4nOENT(AL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVGE-ZC  31  October  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Headquarters,  2d  Battalion,  32d  Artillery  for 
Period  Ending  31  October  1969.  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 

In  most  cases  they  are  preceded  by  a  mortar/rocket  attack  which  may  continue 
until  the  sappers  are  well  within  the  perimeter.  The  confusion  which  can  re¬ 
sult  from  the  noise,  suddenness  and  speed  of  the  attack  make  normal  recogni¬ 
tion  procedures  unworkable.  Steps  which  can  be  taken  to  ease  tensions  and  to 
reduce  the  chance  of  mistaken  identity  include: 

1^.  Continuous  and  abundant  self-illumination. 

2.  Movement  about  the  area  only  when  fully  clothed,  to  include  helmet 
and  flak  vest.  The  latter  provide  an  easily  recognizable  silhouette  as  well 
as  protection  against  fragments  and  small  arms  fire. 

Speaking  the  American  language  in  a  loud  and  clear  voice  rather  than 
attempting  to  rely  on  passwords. 

4.  Announcing  intentions  before  entering  a  building  or  bunker. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION.  It  is  recommended  that  the  foregoing  be  incorpor¬ 
ated  into  counter-sapper  training  at  all  levels. 

c.  Training.  None. 

d.  Intelligence.  None. 

e.  Logistics. 

(1)  Aerial  Resupply  of  Class  I  Items. 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  Class  I  items  delivered  to  fire  support  bases  by  hel¬ 
icopter  are  frequently  subjected  to  rough  handling,  thereby  increasing  the 
possibility  of  contamination  and/or  spoilage. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  A  Conex  container,  properly  rigged,  is  a  suitable  ex¬ 
ternal  load  for  the  CH47  helicopter.  The  use  of  thoroughly  cleaned  and  well 
maintained  Conex  containers  for  the  aerial  resupply  of  Glass  I  items  greatly 
reduces  the  amount  of  handling  and  exposure  of  the  items  to  adverse  weather 
conditions.  The  shipment  of  the  day's  supply  of  ice  in  the  same  Conex  as  per¬ 
ishable  Class  I  items  further  reduces  the  possibility  of  spoilage. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION.  It  is  recommended  that  all  units  which  rely  on 
aerial  resupply  (Helicopter)  of  Class  I  items  consider  this  use  for  the  Conex 
shipping  container. 

(2)  Use  of  Rectifiers  in  Providing  Power  to  VRC-12  Series  Radios  (Fixed 

Installation  ^nf  Iguration) .  - - 
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AVGE-ZC  31  October  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Headquarters,  2d  Battalion,  32d  Artillery  for 
Period  Ending  31  October  1969.  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  A  more  efficient  source  of  power  is  required  for  the 
operation  of  a  large  number  of  FM  radios  in  a  fixed  installation  configura¬ 
tion. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  Units  operating  under  TOE  6-435G  are  not  authorized 
current  rectifying  equipment  within  the  communications  section  of  Headquar¬ 
ters  Battery.  Artillery  battalion  TOC's  located  in  base  camps  may  be  required 
to  monitor  up  to  eight  (8)  FM  radio  nets.  Under  the  present  TOE,  FM  radios 
must  be  powered  by  vehicle  batteries,  periodically  recharged  by  a  standard 

DC  generator.  Recurring  generator  problems,  rapid  deterioration  of  batter¬ 
ies  under  heavy  loads,  and  the  necessity  for  twenty-four  hour  operations 
combine  to  form  an  unworkable  system.  The  requirement  of  two  TSEC/KYB-6 
voice  secure  units  for  a  steady  supply  of  24  volts  (DC)  has  proved  impossible 
to  meet  without  the  constant  assistance  of  a  generator  or  special  power  sup¬ 
ply.  In  practical  terms  such  prolonged  use  of  a  generator  is  unfeasible.  A 
second  limitation  that  has  been  observed  using  the  power  sources  presently 
authorized  is  a  significant  reduction  in  the  range  capability  of  the  radios 
when  more  than  one  sec  is  transmitting.  For  a  heavy  artillery  battalion  with 
a  mission  of  general  support,  this  condition  is  unacceptable.  Under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  paragraph  4.a.(l),  USARV  Regulation  700-2  and  paragraphs  2  and  6, 
letter.  Headquarters  USARV  dated  12  October  1969,  subject;  Moratoriam  on 
Processing  TDA,  MTDA  and  MTOE;  this  unit  has  submitted  a  request  for  the  tem¬ 
porary  loan  of  a  charger,  battery,  silicon,  rectifier  type  28-56V  charging. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION.  It  is  recommended  that  units  operating  under  MTOE 
6-435G  be  issued  a  suitable  current  rectifying  device  for  use  in  a  fixed  in¬ 
stallation  configuration. 

(3)  Use  of  Additive  Jacket  Ml  with  the  175mm  Gun. 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  Change  6  to  TM  9-1300-203  states  that  in  a  tactical 
situation,  if  additive  jackets  are  not  available  and  Che  mission  is  in  jeo- 
pardy,  a  mixiraum  of  100  rounds  per  tube  may  be  fired  at  full  charge  without 
the  jacket,  without  affecting  current  condemnation  limits  of  the  tube.  A  me¬ 
thod  is  required  for  evaluating  the  amount  of  tube  life  remaining  in  the  175mm 
gun  tube  if  more  than  100  rounds  a.re  fired  with  a  zone  3  propelling  charge 
without  the  use  of  an  additive  jacket. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  In  a  tactical  situation  or  during  an  interruption  in 
the  resupply  of  additive  jar’^ets,  it  is  conceivable  that  it  may  be  necessary 
to  fire  more  than  100  rounds,  zone  3,  without  an  additive  jacket  in  order  to 
accomplish  the  mission.  Should  this  occur,  neither  the  artillery  unit  nor 
supporting  ordnance  is  presently  able  to  determine  the  new  fatigue  limit  of 
the  tube  or  the  prorated  number  of  EFCS  rounds  remaining  in  the  life  of  the 
tube. 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Headquarters,  2d  Battalion,  32d  Artillery  for 
Period  Ending  31  October  1969.  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION.  It  is  recommended  that  the  US  Army  Field  Artillery 
Board  or  other  appropriate  agency  be  designated  to  establish  procedures  for 
determining  new  fatigue  limits  for  tubes  which  may  accidentally  or  through 
necessity  become  overshot  based  on  the  criteria  described  above. 

(4)  Determining  Muzzle  Velocity  Loss  with  the  175mm  Gun. 


(a)  OBSERVATION.  Guidelines  are  needed  for  determining  muzzle  velocity 
loss  between  registrations  for  the  175mm  gun. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  Due  to  the  potential  requirements  to  fire  close-in 
support  with  the  175tmn  gun  and  the  significant  losses  in  muzzle  velocity 
which  may  occur  as  tube  wear  increases,  the  frequency  of  subsequent  regis¬ 
tration  with  the  175mm  gun  should  be  such  as  to  determine  corrections  for  the 
losses  in  developed  muzzle  velocity,  while  still  remaining  tactically  and  log- 
istically  feasible.  A  possible  contributing  factor  in  a  recent  artillery  ac¬ 
cident  was  found  to  be  an  undetermined  change  in  muzzle  velocity  since  the 
last  registration.  The  system  presently  available  for  determining  antici¬ 
pated  muzzle  velocity  loss  based  upon  the  number  of  EFCS  rounds  fired  has 
been  found  to  be  invalid  (page  v,  FT  175-A-O  (P.evll)).  What  is  required  is 

a  method  whereby  the  loss  in  muzzle  velocity  based  on  EFCS  rounds  fired  can 
be  more  accurately  determined,  particularly  during  the  firing  of  the  first 
150  EFCS  rounds. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION.  It  is  recommended  that  the  US  Army  Field  Artillery 
Board  or  other  appropriate  agency  be  designated  to  establish  identifiable 
limits  of  loss  in  muzzle  velocity  at  which  subsequent  registrations  are  re¬ 
quired,  and  to  determine  a  method  of  computing  the  loss  in  muzzle  velocity 
based  on  the  number  of  EFCS  rounds  fired. 

f.  Organization.  None. 


g.  Other.  None. 


RUSSELL  L.  PARSONS 
LTC,  FA 
Commanding 

DISTRIBUTION 

2- Commander  in  Chief  United  States  Army  Pacific 

3- Commanding  General  United  Scates  Array  Vietnam 
3-Commandlng  General  II  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery 
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AVHGC-DST  (31  Oct  69)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Headquarters,  2d  Battalion,  32d  Artillery 
for  Period  Ending  31  October  1969,  RCS  CSF0R-b5  (R2)  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARI4Y,  TIETNAl-I,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  o  «  . 

•”  0  JAW 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Amy,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1 .  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  October  1969  from  Headquarters, 

2d  Battalion,  32d  Artillery  and  comments  of  indorsing  headquarters. 

2.  (C)  Comments  follow: 

a.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Standard  Angle  Method  of  Bore¬ 
sighting",  page  8,  paragraph  2b(l)j  concur.  No  action  by  iiigher  head¬ 
quarters  is  required. 

b.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Identifying  Friend  From  Foe  During 
Sapper  Attacks",  page  8,  paragraph  2b(2);  concur.  However,  each  unit  has 
its  own  SOP  to  cover  actions  to  be  taken  during  a  sapper  attack.  This  item 
will  be  considered  for  inclusion  in  USARV's  Battlefield  Reports  -  Tips  for 
Commanders . 

c.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Aerial  Resupply  of  Class  I  Items", 
page  9,  paragraph  2e(l):  Concur,  however,  the  first  consideration  is  the 
availability  of  CONEX  containers.  This  type  of  project  \/ould  require 
CONEX  containers  dedicated  to  the  particular  unit  for  that  specific  pur¬ 
pose.  This  would  be  necessary  to  insure  that  only  clean  and  v;ell  main¬ 
tained  containers  would  be  used.  Due  to  the  present  critical  shortage  of 
CONEX  in  the  transportation  system  this  is  not  possible.  The  second  con¬ 
sideration  is  the  protection  that  the  CONEX  would  provide  to  the  rations. 

The  lack  of  circulation  of  air  inside  the  CONEX  could  increase  spoilage. 

Ice  woidd  have  to  be  used  at  all  times  and  since  the  CONIiX  containers  are 
not  insulated  the  ice  would  melt  quickly. 

d.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Use  of  Rectifiers  in  Providing 
Power  to  TOC-12  Series  Radios  (Fixed  Installation  Configuration)'^  page  9, 
paragraph  2e(2)j  concur.  Due  to  the  operational  requirement  for  the 
equipnent,  an  emergency  MTOE  for  the  battery  charger  will  be  accepted 
upon  submission  by  the  unit.  Upon  receipt  of  the  proposed  MTOE,  units 
organized  under  standardized  MTOE  6-43 5G  will  be  contacted  as  to  the 
suitability  of  adding  the  battery  charger  to  the  MTOE.  There  are  cui’- 
rently  no  battery  chargers  available  for  temporary  loan. 

e.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  "Use  of  Additive  Jacket  MV  with 
the  175mm  Gun",  page  10,  paragraph  2e(3)j  concur.  USARV  has  requested 
that  USAWECCM  claid-fy  the  relationship  of  tube  Vfear  to  rounds  fired  with¬ 
out  the  XM1  additive  jacket.  USAWECOM  has  also  been  requested  to  provide 
definitive  175mm  gun  tube  condemnation  criteria  based  on  either  tube  wear 
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or  accuracy  loss.  Upon  receipt  of  USAVIECOM  reply,  U&AliV  will  disseminate 
the  information  to  field  units. 
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